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La du gee 


"" Jackson, Miss., October 16, 1866] 


H 
To the Senate and, House of Representatives:— 

The necessities of the State constrained me to convene you 
in-extên session. No "special emergency, but 3 general exi- 
gency, resulting from the altered and. deranged condition of 
our Federal.Relations ind domestic affairs, at the termination 
of the late civil svat which,’ -in.the nature of things, eould not 
be fully adjusted. and provided for at your-first session, now 
demand your. further consideration and attention, ， 

The removal of ho negro. troops from the limits of the 
State, and the.transfer of the Freedman’s Bureau to the ad- 
ministration autl- control .of the officers of the Regular Army 
now commanding ithe white troops in the District of Missis- 
sippi, are subjects of congratulation to you and to the country. 
The white race istthug relieved from the insults, irritations and 
spoliation to. witich they were so often subjected, and the black 
race from.that-demoralization which rendered them averse to 
habits of honest industry, and which was fast sinking them in 
habits of idleness,'pauperism and crime. Both races are now 
settling down in business dife and enltivating those sentiments 
of mutual friendship ahd confidence so essential to the pros- 
perity and happiness of. both. ৷ | . 7 

Beyond these congratulations there is but little in the politi- 
eal horizon: to cheer. the patriot or excite the hopes of our 
citizens. That small clond of fanaticism that rose in the East, 
at first no larger than a man’s hand, and spread with such irre- 
sistable fury, overthrowing constitutional barriers and destroy- 
ing the rights and property of a portion of the States of the 
Union, still, overshadows our land with all its portertous black- 
ness. Our Senators and Representatives to Congress are yet 
refused their seats. The Radical Congress has enacted laws 
and proposed amendments to the Constjtution, which if adopted 
will destroy the rights of the States and of the people, and 
centralize al: the powers of government in the Federal Head. 
Against this threatening cloud of ruin the President has inter- 
posed the Executive power of the Government, and has thus 
drawn upon hig devoted head all its fury and vengeance. The 
conservative patriotism of the North, and the brave soldiers 
who boldly marched up to the battle line and fought for the 


Union, and wiña are now unwilling to lend themselves to the 
unholy work of tyampling down the constitutional liberties of 
a people who sucyumbed to the mighty power of our now 
common government, are arrayed m support of his adminis- 
tration in its efforts to restore to the States their Con- 
stitutional rights in the Union. The result of the fierce 
struggle between the President and Congress, time alone 
can reveal. In the adjustment of what they term “plans 
of reconstruction of the Union,” the South can have 
no voice, and can only submit to the power that controls 
her. As the Chief Magistrate of the State I have sedu- 
lously avoided all collision with Federal power and have 
yielded obedient acquiescence in every case of usurpation and 
wrong inflicted upon our citizens by Federal authority. Our 
people are wearied of war, its desolation, its vandalism. They 
have returned to their allegiance to the Constitution:of the 
United States. They now seek for peace, its quiet and secu- 
rity by-submission to its power. They have nobly met and 
heroically performed their duties and responsibilities to Con- 
stitutional liberty, and proudly conscious of rectitude, they 
transmit to posterity and to history the record of the past 
without a blush of contrition or dishonor. 

Though our voice cannot be heard, nor our rights re- 
spected in the adjustment of our Federal Relations, many 
questions present themselves for our consideration and 
action as citizens of the State that may affect our con- 
dition as citizens in the Union. Prominent among them 
is the amendment proposed by Congress as number XIV, 
which, at the request of the Honorable Secretary of State, 
William H. Seward, I herewith report for your action.— 
This amendment, adopted by a Congress of less than three- 
fourths of the States of the Union, in palpable violation of the 
rights of more than one-fourth of the States, is such an in- 
sulting outrage and denial of the equal rights of so many of 
our worthiest citizens who have shed lustre and glory upon 
our section and our race, both in the forum and in the field, 
such a gross usurpation of the rights of the State, and such a 
centralization of power in the Federal Government, that I pre- 
sume, a mere reading of it. will cause its rejection by you. 


THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL 


passed by Congress at its recent session conflicts directly with 
many.of our State laws, passed in pursuance to the amendment 
to the State Constitution emancipating the slaves in the State 
and requiring the Legislature “to guard them and the State, 
from the evils that may arise from their sudden emancipation,” 
and has been a fruitful source of disturbance. 

Immediately after your adjournment in December 1865, I 
appointed Hon. Wm. Yerger of Hinds County, and Hon. J. M. 
Acker of Monroe County, Commissioners to visit Washington 
City, and lay these laws before the President and to request 
him to indicate which of them the military authorities in the 
State would be allowed to nullify. 

The President, in his reply, gave them full assurance that 
none of them should be nullified except by the Civil Courts of | 
the land. No violent collision has yet occurred between the 
State and Federal authorities, and I fear none so long as the 
military Distriet of Mississippi is under the administration of 
the present distinguished military commander, who has, in the 
settlement of the many delicate questions that have arisen 
shown so justa sentiment toward our State and people. Thus 
far, all questions that could not be otherwise adjusted have been 
submitted to the judicial tribunals of the country, and are now 
undergoing judicial investigation. While the “Civil Rights’ 
Bill” cannot be received as a rule for your guidance, the inter- 
ests of the white race will be subserved by the relaxation of the 
rigidity of our laws, which in order to guard society against 
threatening evils, was rendered necessary. Public justice. to 
both races demand the admission of negro testimony in all 
cases brought before the civil und criminal Courts. And now 
that the negro has shown a confiding and friendly disposition 
toward the white race, and 2 desire to engage in the pursuits 
of honest labor, justica and honor demanda of us full protec- 
tion to his person and property, rea] and personal ^ Fire 
arms are not essential to” his protection, prosperity or 
happinees; and society should be guarded by requiring m to 
procure a license to carry them—a privilege he can always ge- ۱ 
M where his character for ‘good conduct and honesty is ' 
inown. 


EI 


AUDITOR'S AND TREASURERS REPORTS. 

The Reports of thé Auditor and Treasurer transmitted here- 
with, exhibit the transactions of their respective offices from 
the 16th Oct. 1865 to Oct. 15th, 1866, and the condition of the 
Treasury at that time. These reports show-—viz : 

Receipts into the Treasury (from all sources) in 


U. 8, Currency, بی‎ A 
Disbursements in United States Currency....... ঠা 10 
Leaving a balance of 
uc c ؿ مھ‎ ۹۹۶ 8 
From which must he deducted: r اف‎ 89 
S "Specie on hand... و‎ š و باه ها و‎ di. 4 88 52 
` Internal Improvenient fund, , , , , , , 1960 BY 
Amoutit to pay registered warrants..614 49 
Received under an act, dated, I 


November 21st, 1865, forwoun- — 
ded’ and disabled soldiers... 
? 


H 


60,000 00-—$61,962 38 


i 
z t n 
e 


an pe 


,Yaourrent funds ob hand in the Treasury October 15th | TUNTAS N 


Was entirely Inadequate to m 


1 


1866, + E Y a ba ۰ 8 ids " 
Confederate Treasury notes (new issue,),.2780,277 24, injury; and it will require fy তা ا یں‎ 
,| Mississippi Military money. ৮৯২৪5৯২২২১৪ ৰ tono.» 13,149 16 proper condition, 1 ES farther Appropriations 7 g it 
„Auditor's change warrante. ee ao ° d š , Se 81,401 08 The appropriation for the Exeo bal M, ৰ 
¡Auditor's Pay Warrant No. Ee E 5 Ms Do The expenditnre in excess amount 1: : 
[Mississippi Cotton Money تی نت ںے.‎ 528 00 The estimated sum yet needed to ont ¡e 7,199 e d 


thorough repair, is $14,500 00 


Seier? $795,030 48 
[The appropriation for the Capitol was 


Making a total ۰ 


Of the Three Per Cent. Fund there is, in two bonds : pm: i cation f ۱ ! 
of the Mississippi and Tennessee R. E. Co...... 90.04907 0 ue in excess has een...” 45 san DA 
Certificate of capital stock in Gulf and Ship 7 [0199 m. yet required to put fa 0000 1101 
Island Rail Road . eee গত 2000) 00 | gl repair, is $24,000 00, ঢ় j 
One bond of N. O., J. &G. N. Rail Rond,....... 20,000 00 The appropriation for repair ; 1 
۲ WEN itentiary, was. . 4 ing the Pen. | 

Making a total of sesa oun $45,040 07 [Estimate 3 sum yet 


equired to patit i 
00, 7. 


! 
is $65,000 el 


Of the Internal Improvement Fund, there me 
eighteen certificates of capital stock in Miss 
Central R. R. Company amounting to,... 


Eighteen certificates of capital stock in N. O. 


thorough repair, 


the Lunatid ` 


l 
..448,970 00 |} expenditure in excess hag ha, 


` € nas ou 


J. & G. N. R. R. Co. amounting O... as. Ae Hi 
—— 77 | The estimated sum i H. এ 00 
Making atotal صی‎ ٤ $720,725 00 in thorough ی‎ is 318560 Gt E s | 
D ۲ 1 


Ofthe Chickasaw School Fund, there are eleven 
penal bonds of the N O J & GN R Company Pda 
bearing 8 per cent. interest and payable 7 for Executive mansion, was niture, 
(seven) years after date.....................8200,000 00 The expenditure in excess has bean" quu nex 

The penaly is for an amount double The estimated sum yet required, is d d 1,997 ص022‎ 
the amount borrowed, Or... ০৪০০০০০৩০৭৭ $400,000 00) The work done upon these Publio Buildin 7 

8 


The amount appropriated fo 


Two hundred first mortgage construction {most substantial kind. The py ] 
bonds, as collateral security for the much retarded by the difficulty us of the ze al diei 
indebtedness to the Chickasaw fund........ $200,000 00 rials; and the high price of both È Tochting lAboy abt nate j 

For the ability, business capacity and faithful fidelity to their,extent of the repairs. The State " ‘ ly Lined the 


Y D b ; ' 
progress and ہس‎ 


PENITENTIARY, ۲ 3 


hy Um 
road Company, the Mississippi Central Railroad Company, and hibits the operations, improvements and pres ti wel ۱ 


٦‏ سای 
Prepare it for the plani) |‏ 


; : py require very latge addy 

of January, 1863, on account of money by them respectively al expenditures, This is made manifest by th " 
borrowed. These Companies have all refused to comply with increasing accessions to the number of ie tle 
my demands; and the Attorney General has been instructed to inability to find employment suitable to their ah Coen 
institute suits against them within six montlis from and after tion—and the constantly increasing expense. incid al andi 
the notice of such demand. In view of the great labor atten- support. Some relief may be found by চি to tei 
dant upon the institution of these suits,—they being in- nallaws so as to limit punishmentin the Penitentinn pM e 
stituted in different and remote portions of the State, and the elasses of crimes and authorizíne punitive labo سر‎ 
Attorney General's presence being constantly required at the otfenees within the limits of the respective i 
seat of Government, I recommond that he be relieved from the The amountdrawn from the Treasury up to September 3 


institution of, and attending the trial of these suits in the Dis- was......... همه‎ rne رد یی‎ 72 
trict Courts. Amount of Brick Sold..,.. 24 uU. Sch 
EHED SOLDERS Number of Convicts Received.. edl 
" — Nowin Prison,........,.......... ৷ 
j 


By an act passed at your last session for the “relief of des- 
titute disabled Confederate and State soldiers, and their widows, 
and the support and education of indigent children of deceased 
or disabled Confederate or State soldiers," the ets of $60, 
000, has been reserved from the revenue of the State, and re- ¢ : . b 
mains undistributed. in consequence of the failure of many of ۸ ধান SE Ee p مت ت00‎ 
the Boards of Police .of the several counties to report their brave and gallant officer, a rigid disciplinarian, tempered with 
lists (as required by the act) to guide the Auditor in making justice and humanity to those under his command, Ë Ager 
the distribution, proper to the respective counties, “in propor- tleman faithful to all the obligations of truth and honor 
tion to the number of beneficiaries reported in said lists."— e ৷ 
This sum of $60,000, was the amount reserved from the reve- SALT WORKS AND DISTILLERY, — 

Under “An act to authorize the Governor to appoint ¿Com 


So collected ا‎ “an xm Ming atax on certain persons 

and property therein named," aud properly belongs to the fis- missioner to sell all the property invested in the State Matil 
cal year, ending 30th April, 1866. The proviso to the first ry and Salt Works," I Appointed ردام نی‎ mdi. 
section of the act authorizes the Boards of Police to apply county, who has taken possession of all the property fond 
this sum for the fiscal year ending 30th April, “for the support belonging to the Distillery, and has submitted an inventory of 
of the indigent families of their respectiqe counties.” In view property and papers, In a partial account rendered by the 
of the destitution existing among this worthy and meritorious Commissioner, he reports a sale of a part of the property for, | 
class, and to prevent unnecessary suffering, delay, and pecuni- $531 41, U. S. Currency, which he has paid into the Tea, 
ary expenditure,, I recommend the appointment of an agent to He has also deposited with the Treasurer the sum of pe 
visit the North-Western States to purchase provisions, to be in Confederate Tressury Notes, found among the papetsof Cob 
distributed at convenient depots, in different parts of the Strong, who was the State Agent, The property of the Sul; 
State, in anticipation of the returns to be made of the number Works cannot be found and hence cannot bereportel, 5 — 
of beneficiaries; the provisions to be distributed by such per- SÉ ! 
son or board as you may appoint for this purpose, or in accord- THE REVENUE BILL P | 
ance with their directions, or of the Boards of Police of the Passed at your last session is believed to, be 00ہ‎ all 
counties, as you may deem proper. Itis thought that the sum the wants of the State, Much of the tax of one dollar per: 
of $60,000 is insufficient for this purpose, and also to provide each bale of this year’s crop will be lost to the State if 
for the education of indigent children, which is a sacred duty be not altered so as to require the collector’ 19 collect it | 
we owe to the brave heroes, whose lives were given in defence fore the cotton is shipped, as is now done in tito" collection be 
of our lost cause. . I recommend that the law limiting the the Special Tax. By law,'the assessment of the era 
amount to $60,000 for the object first cited, be repealed; and ing crop, will not De made until after the ist Ä May, 101; 


tution have been constant and unremitting, andl cordially jot 
with them in their commendations of the able and efficient 


that 20 per cent. of.the entire revenue of the State be appro- and will be collected during that fiscal year. Many ve 
priated annually for that purpose. Before 1 dismiss this sub- ers, who, allured by the high price of cotton, "Wi hs crop, 
ject, I desire to call your notice, in connection with it, to the in its cultivation, will, upon such a failure of the ¢0 গা 
Orphan’s Home for the children of the State, many of whom ug we have suffered this year, be disgusted and Ke ail 
are children of deceased Confederate soldiers, established at} nd will, after the speedy sale of their cotton لا‎ 
Lauderdale Springs, in Lauderdale county. It deserves your. 20৫ winter disappear before the Tax Collectors y ৰ 
fostering care; and it should ever be our aim, in caring for 23 jt now stands, demand the tax. A heavy ech de Bor 
and educating these deserving children, thus to build a monu- been susteined by the State from a clerical error 
ment of gratitude and affectionate rememberance of the fallen’ nue Law which rendered the collection of de, impossible, 
dead, —worthy of their deeds,—beneficial to their children, “he im ০৪0 on persons traveling on Railroa a af, the. s 
and full of honor to the State. 12001 of one-half cent per mile, as was in mio ME 
Itis my grateful duty to acknowledge the receipt of $9,000 led bill reads “one-half per cent per m e s 
from the noble ladies of Baltimore, through the hands of their have refused to make any composition or 01005 | 
Treasurer, Mrs. Charlotte Latrobe, a loved daughter of Missis- Comino this tax. shat yy ۳ ni 
sippi, for the relief of “disabled soldiers, and widows and or- "rae. the a dvice of the Attorney Gener کر کا‎ ED 
phans of deceased soldiers of our State," I understand this 1700 of the High Court itis not allowable to d dën Lnd 
sum has been increased by funds received by others from the soiled pint to ascertain the intention of the d mant 
same source, to tlre sum of $18,000. no offort to enforce, through the Courts, my ٩ 
‘This magnificent donation and noble charity, is a renewed ~~ , ` GOTTON MONEY. 
evidence of the tender sympathy felt for the families of our gal- ۱ 
lant dead and their brave survivors, and a touching tributeto ^ Under “An act to 
the justice of the cause for which they fought and suffered, and of Treasury Notes ss n "'ronsury 0 
must forever bind the hearts of trae Mississippians, in chords 19, 1861, the Auditor issued "Tren «pti pe 
oflove and affection to the true hearted. and patriotic Ladies $5,000,002 upon the bon 
of Maryland. * in addition to their bonds, Pn delivered nf 80 
， PUBLIC BUILDINGS. risk of tho Planter, und to oo dir 


۷ "Thes 

| ৷ à ， Confederate States = | 

‘The report of the Stato Architect, Capt. A, J. Herod, or seaport in the i» faces the WOLOS 4 রে] Me | 
exhibits the condition of the Public Buildings, the progress of have written "a: e? p» af State and contis ۳ od i 
thé repairs, and the amount expended on each building. The Payment ofal SEL 
sums appropriated lavé proved to be totally inadequate, and Military Tax. tin Tr 
they all remain in an unfinished condition, A much larger and silver, e mation, 
ariouit thin was appropriated has been exponded on the enor, by Pa e pen J issue 
Exécutivo mansion, which is explained in the report of the section of uiring all persons 
State architect, "The building is now fully protected from January last, oes deliver the number 9 Tr aeo 
damage by rains, and otlier causes of injury and decay, and, have been made $0 حا‎ an advan 
thotigh unfinished, is sufficiently repaired for comfortable use. which they have inte, within (90) 
Shortly after his appointment, the Architect made a survey of, their respecive rece P™ ৩০6০1 
the State Capitol and’ i of said proclamation oat ess Report ৪ A 
tho: frame work of the roof, ৷ 


Q reported to me the decaying condition of. 9+ 5: "ty 
t f ko and of all the Se and the utter, a: et mes Treasury 
insufficiency ‘of thé appropriation to make the repairs abso- ৷ $2,515,022 0 Plantors’ 
lately necessary to save the building from utter ruin. A largo; correspondin wite 60 
Stn is Cie heeded to complete the repairs, and make the Build. | 012 82 i5 OW 
ing safe and secure. ‘The expenditure upon the 


Treasurer, not 
i e BENITENTIARY, 


e 5 p, an 
| amount of 0934511067 paces 0 
Haye also exceeded the appropri iti 2 
xceéded, the appropriation, and large additional) ^^ 
ep opens vi bosque fo plat a و تہ و جو‎ ogame Note, a i 
probs দানা my lon and security of the ipmates, and for the pond, and have placed اق‎ 
ton for the Attorney ol th 
tion fox the at the December Torm of the 
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that portion already completed, The appropria: 
۱ + 
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[b ne tha validity of, these honda. A 4060.006 tug, course! 
coming, ত سا‎ y wave constitutional questions are involved ; 
e failure to obtain judgment for the State on over 8,000 
m if I proceeded in all at the same time; would involve 
e State ia costs to the amount of $50,000 to 75,000; besides 
: d it would inflio an unnecessary and burdensome tax or. 
| Em hondamen and their securities. As the decision of the 
rinciple involved ,jn one suit would be the same as that in- 
a to test the validity of the issue of the Treasury Notes. 
8 rave question demanding your consideration and attention 
has arisen in connection with these Treasury Notes. A tender 
of them was made in payment of taxes to the Tax Gallector of 
Hinds county by a tax-payer. The Tax Collector refused to 
receive them, A mandamus was then sued out of the Circuit 
Court to compel him to do so. The Tax Collector demurred 
to it, but was overruled by the Court, and the case will proba- 
bly be appealed to the High Courtof Errors and Appeals for 
decision. If that Court (decides that these "Treasury Notes 
must be received in payment of taxes, no other kind ot money 
will be received into the Treasury and it will become bankrupt, 
unless the Planters’ Bonds held by the Treasurer are decided to 


be valid against them. 
COUNTY COURTS. 


I deem it my duty to call your attention to the fact that. na 
merous and varied complaints have been made against the. 
County Courts established by your honorable body at its last 
session. Itis proper to state that while many objections haye 
been made against the details of the Courts, but few deny the 
necessity that exists forthe establishment of a Court inferior 
in jurisdiction and authority to the Circuit Court, whose meet- 
ings shall be frequent, its forms simple, its proceedings sum- 
mary and judgments prompt The experience which the mem- 
bers of your honorable body have had concerning the work- 
ings of the County Courts, will, I am confident, furnish the 
best guides for your action concerning them. My experience 
and knowledge concerning the practical workings of the Coun- 
ty Court system do not justify me in submitting any recom-, 
mendations for your consideration, further than to express the 
belief that the details may be so modified as to remove many 
objections, while your experience will suggest whether it be 
wisest to attempt a modification of the present system and 
thus to meet the wants and necessities of the people, or to 
adopt in its place some other cheap and efficient system. 

A STATE MAP. 

I deem the publication, and distribution of a State Map to 
the various State and County offices whose business requires 
the possession of one, a matter of sufficient importance to call 
your attention to it It should contain a correct delineation 
of everything of importance and information that it can em- 
body and be a reference not only to our officials but to all per- 
sons interested in the affairs of the State, whose correctness 
should settle all doubts upon any points or subjects it embodied. 
Ido not believe it can be published without some pecuniary 
aid from the State, which expenditure would be more than re- 
paid the State by the benefit its publication would oceasion it, 
Nearly all the old maps were destroyed during the late war. 
They were published nearly thirty years ago. Since then 
changes have been made and improvements have taken place of 
such a character as render a new map, if not an indispensable 
necessity, at least one which we stand in very great need. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF ARMY RECORDS. 


Under an act passed by the Legislature at its last session, 
the Superintendent of Army Records was directed to ascertain 
the number of maimed State and Confederate soldiers in this 
State requiring artificial legs. The report of Col J.L. Power 
is herewith submitted, to which I invite your early attention, 
Thirty-six counties have been heard trom, showing an aggre- ر‎ 
gate of 188, making it safe to estimate that there is at least 300 
in the State, for whom it is the clear duty of the State thus to , 
provide. 


eben ed ہی‎ a ka 


THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, 


The report of the Adjutant General and the submission of 
his accounts and vouchers as Quarter Master General of the ' 
State, is herewith submitted. His recommendations deserve 
your consideration, and I desire to call your attention to: the 
unconstitutionality of the section of Military law passed at! 
your last session, relating to “tenure of office and elections,” | 
which was a clerical mistake discovered too late to be reme- | 
died at that time. | 

DEFAULTERS. ， 

In obedience to a resolution, passed at yourlast session, suits 
have been brought against all the defaulters to the State Trea- 
sury except M. D. Haynes, late Treasurer. In consequence of 
the loss of many of the papers showing his indebtedness, suit 
has not been commenced against his sureties. An able and ， 
elaborate report was made upon the condition of the Treasury ' 
by Col. Labauve and Wut. H. Brown, Commissioners, exhibit- 
ing large balances against that Tressurer—bnt the Legislature 
in Murch 1865 authorized the Governorto appoint one Com- 
missioner to re-examine his papers. Governor Clark appointed 

- Mr. Jas. E. Matthews, Commissioner, who was prevented by 
the surrender of the Confederate forces to the Federal army 
from entering upon the duties assigned him. I recommend the 


, Appointment of one commissioner, with adequate compensation, 


to make a re-examination, and report, so as to enable the State 
to institute suit. 
THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE AND MEASURES OP RELIEF. 

Many other questions affecting the welfare of the State will 
come before you, and will doubtless receive your profound at. 
tention and consideration. For the restoration of our national 
prosperity and happiness we must look to agricultural and 
manufacturing pursuits of industy. ‘Lhe capital and labor for 


the development of these latent sources of wealth, within the | 


limits of this State, are insufficient, and the supply must come 
from abroad. Capital should be invited, aud emigration of free 
white labor should be encouraged. Both must be assured of 
fall protection and security, and the white laborers must be 98৭ 
sured of social and political equality with the white race 64ھ‎ 
or they will pass us by and seek for homes is other communi- 
ties, where the préponderance of negro population will not af- 
fect or retard them or their posterity in thelr progress to wealth, 
happiness avd civilization. 

From every portion of our State appeals have been received 
for immediate relief from the burdens that oppress all classes of 
our citizens, The desolation and ruin of our fortunes—thé 
19255 indebtedness, both foreign and domestic, of our people— 
the scarcity of the necessaries of life—the want of means th 
Procure them—and the uncertainty of our future treatment by 
the Federal Goveramént—hus: stink the public mind in gloom 
and despondenoy, and renders the task of macting the necessi. 
ties and demands of the people a difficult one indeed, Painful 
apprehensions exist that thé Federal tax on the only produc- 
ad of our labor, and the suits now on the appearance and issue 

, dockets of our courts, will turn thousands from their homes iy 
Want and destitution, . From Federal taxation, there i4 no relief, 
ato and malignity only laugh at our calamity, aud revenge 

Mocks when our fear cometh. The Ocustitution rendered inop- 

টা ihe" Stay Law” passed at your last session. It de 

E SCH that the courts of the country “shall always he open,” 

ria » Nght and justice administered without sale, denial or do- 

What, then, is “right ond justice?” Whena vessel at 

ra is overtaken by y storm, and if becomes necessary to throw 

M posse ۵ portion of the cargo to enable her to ride the waves 

7 ہو ا‎ the shore, sound morality and, equity doclares it is 
lis 0 justice” that the loss should ho averaged and shared 

Vë Dy all the owners ‘of tho caro. The people 

tle 


(—— €" 


'_ 9f  Mibcississippi launched their, Ji ; 
| Inm a ‘little bark upon the 
` broad fen of Tndependenes The storm of war আট 


d in all the rest, but one snit was brought, and, as before ' 


H 
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| 
| 


` 
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on the beach “of desolation and de undeuce. Our fair Belds 
have been laid waste, our 01049 sucked vo 
the siaveholde: haa lost hia slaves و‎ the farmer his farm 
stock; tho merchant hio guods ; our libraries enlighten the bench ` ` 
and the pulpits of the wreckers ; our jewelry, silver spoons, and 


even the toys and trinkets of onr children ornament the mantles, 


adorn tha tables, and enliven the parlors of the spoilers, The ' 
Í 


creditor alone has saved his “notes and agcomits” from solia. 
tion and destruction. Morality and equity claim au ene ad 
distribution of what is saved from the wreck. Bub who is 
authorized to strike the average? When, how and where did 
he receive the authority? And by what rule would the division 
be mado? Is “right and justice” for the creditor alone? Is 
right and justice” for the debtor alone? “Tt was fondly hoped 
and believed that the creditor would be a “stay law” anto him. 
self in this the hour of bis country's calamity, aud thathe would 
keep aloof from the dockets of the courts until the debtor conld 
catch breath” aud have time to “put bis hussein order,” While 
many creditors have shown magnanimous fórbegrance, many 
debtors have exhibited an unworthy disposition to avoid a fair 
settlement Yet many, too many creditors have shown a heart 
leas desire to extort “the pound of flesh" from honest, needy, 
and fair dealing debtors. Awd yot again, many creditorg seek n 
not to destroy but to protect and relieve thelr friends, aud though 
they may push thom to the Sheriff's block and to insolvency, 
you will find these same “injured debtors” clothed in purple and * 


4 


fine linen, and faring sumptuously every day at the bountiful 
tables of rich, happy and loving wives or trusted friends.‘ [n< 
stead of forbearance and compromise, a wild rush of "ho shall 
be first and the devil take the hindmost,” is made into the'conrts. 
Brave soldiers who perilled life and lost dll, ate pursued by some 
slimy skulker from honor and duty who bas saved his “notes and 
accounts” by hiding them "with himself in s: doserter's cave. 
Another brave soldiers widow is pursued by ‘oue whose heart, - 
against shame and dishonor is “bomb proofed,” by his frauds 
and speculations upon the wants ‘and miseries of the war for 
which he voted, but from whose fury his prudent action ‘in * 
snuffing the battle from'áfar off” has saved his carcass. Yet 
there is another class of ereditors--a brave soldier' who has lost 
all but his “notes and accounts,” pursues one whose back has 
grown gray with the moss of dishonor, and who pleads his vote 
against secession as his badge of wisdom and patriotism, and 
his absolotion from all obhgatiens to share the ‘losses the 
war Occasioned. Another brave soldiers widow pursues an 
athletic “exempt whose eyes stick out with fatness, and who com- 
plains of the cruel, cruel hardships of the war. ‘The aged and 
the decrepid, the widows and the orphans who hav ‘spent and 
lost all in the support of the ^ lost cause,” pursue the skulker 
and the exempt who swear that the Yankees, Jayhawkers, ór 
Secessionist« have robbed them of their last dollar. ` Who is 
the worthy creditor and who is the unworthy creditor? Who 
can devise the rale pf right «and justice that will guide to the 
fair and equable avéfage and disposition of the “notes and ac- 
counts” saved from the common wreck? And who is aithor- 
ized to do it? Is the-Executive? Is the Legislature? What 
authority has either to do any act? They are both the | 
creatures of the Constitution. They iive, move aud have their 
being inthe Constitution. Without the Constitution they would , 
have no legal existence, What the Constitution duthorizes ; 
them to do they may doand what the Constitution forbids them | 
to do, they have no more authority to do than amy mari or eet f 
of men who usurp power and abuse privileges. ‘The people of 
Mississippi claim the possession of certain rights, too sacred to 
be entrusted to any Government and in their Constitution 
established fer the guidance of their servants have excepted 
certain powers out of the general powers of Goverumeüt. One 
af these powers is that the Courts shall always be open—anoth= 
er is that no law shall be passed impairing the obligations of : 
contracts. The Judge that would close the doors of a constitu- 
tional court, in obedience to the order of the Executive and 
Legislature, in violation of the Constitution would be unworthy 
his ermine and a fit tool of despotism. As the বিন 工 
claim no authority to decida whois the worthy and who la the 
unworthy creditor—and 1 do not know how to average’ and 
divide the losses all have sustained. I feel no ordidary personal ` 
interest in the postponement of the day of payment. My sym- 
pathies have ever been enlisted in behalf of the helpless and the 
needy. My heart's love is entwined around the brave Confederate 
soldier by chords that cannot be severed; and I would «divide 
with him the last crumb that belonged to myself—but I must 
confess my want of wisdom to devise the scheme that: will 
absolve bim or relieve his property from the obligations of his 
contract with others, without their consent, so long as there | 
is virtue, power aud majesty in the Constitution - under which 
he lives. Any scheme, however, that may be devised for the 
permanent or temporary relief of the people from the pressing 
embarrassments of our great disasters, that ds clearly within 
the restrictions of my obligation to the Constitution, will ré- 
ive my cordial co-operation. — . : 
“My faith is not in itay laws.” Temporary relief from debf of, 
ten tends only to additional emburrassments. Patient industry, 
strict economy and “long suffering” are now our destiny and our 
duty, and the only means of کت‎ our lost fortunes dnd ۰ 
ablishing our prosperity and happiness, Ge Sie 
BET God ہمت‎ chastenint hand manifests -his 
love, inspire us at with a cs gona ng মি 
night that shrouds onr distracted country in g 9 ۳ 
| uncertainty. BENJ. G, HUMPHREY.S 
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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. ~ ۱ NM 


¿Exrcurive OFFICE, 
^ Jackson, Miss., Jan. 24, 1866.) d 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


Í GENTLEMEN :一 M 
Since your adjournment, in November, but little has oe- ` 
' curred in National or State affairs to which I deem it import- -—' : 
ant to call your attention, not already alluded to in my regular. | I 
message, transmitted at the beginning of your session. e, চি E ty a ^S 
, The report by the Commissioners, appointed under a resolu- ৷ ৷ 
tion of the Legislature, to visit Washington City, and endeavor * Í : a 
to effect the release of the Hon. Jefferson Davis, is herewith ` ' ` 
transmitted. They failed in obtaining the object of their mis- "` ^ ME ， 
sion, and Mr. Davis is still confined in Fortress Monroe, await- ৷ ঢ় রি I Yo 
ing his trial. Irecommend, as an act of justice, duty and af. ; 
fection, that an adequate sum be appropriated by Mississippi — . এ o 
to defray the expenses necessary to procure to our grand vi- í j 
carious sufferer a fair constitutional trial. : 

On the 24th of November, 1866, I addressed a letter to the ° Í 
Commissioner of the GeneralLand Office,at Washington City,in- | 
forming him of the acceptance, by the Legislature of Missis-  ” | ۱ 7 
sippi, of the terms of the grant of land by Congress for the es- , Ü 
tablishment of an Agricultural and Mechanical College, and re- ` ° 
quested to be informed if any further legislation was needed to = : 
secure the scrip. I have received no reply to this communica- ^ 
tion. I understand, however, that the Federal Government `, 
has suspended further issuance of the scrip to any of the South- - 
ern States. . ; : 

The Penitentiary has been leased, under an act of the Legis: . ° er I 
lature, to Messrs. J. W. Young & Co fora term of fourteen ` ' 7 যুত : 
years. They have executed a penal bond in the sum of $100,- ` Š 
000, for the faithful performance of the stipulations of thecon- “| . ° : 
tract, 2 copy of which js herewith transmitted. I , 

By one of thé stipulations of the contract, the State is bound 
to deliver the convicts atthe Penitentiary. Some legislation 
is now needed to enable the Superintendent to comply with this এ ` z s 
stipulation, as the law defraying the expenses of their trang- : ৷ ii . ° 
portation was repealed at your last session. í S i 

On the 8th of November I addressed a circular letter to the ` ۱ 
various Railroad Companies of the State informing them of ۲ : 
my authority to make arrangements and composition for the 
collection of the tax levied by the Legislature upon travel over 


their roads, and requesting answers, The Southern Railroad 


has agreed to an arrangement and is now collecting the tax. 
The Central Railroad Company declines to make any arrange- 
ments; while the other Railroad Companies only inform me 
that they will do what the rest will do 一 al these companies 
object to the tax as unconstitutional. The right and justice.of 
all taxation is based upon tie duty of protection. The travel- 
ers upon our Railroads readily seck through the Courts'of ৷ ۱ 
Mississippi and certainly secure redress—and often very ۰ ' ۲ ۱ 
severe redress—for all damages sustained by them in person ` 
and property from Railroads. Is it unjustor unreasonable 
that they be required to pay one-half cent per mile upon all 
travel, to enable Mississippi to extend to them this protection ? 


If citizens of other States can claim exemption from this tax 
ot lie in the mouths of the - 


A EN ee ee ৬৯০০ এ 
~ - 


` 
D 
০ 


(which is denied) it certainly does n . : 
citizens of Mississippi or the Railroad corporations, who live, ۲ ۱ 
move and have their being by through and under the authority ২ See : 


- of Mississippi, to complain. ৰক 
` Some compulsory process must be resorted to, or the tax 
> wil be lost, and as the laws now in force for the collection of 

e, I recommend the passage of 2 


« the revenue may be inadequat 
z that will assure the collection of the tax and compensato , + 9 o 


law that will assure the collec 


the collector, ۱ ۲ y š 
I herewith transmit the communication of Captain J. W. . ۱ Y 
` Soully, A. Q. M., U. $. A., with the endorsement of Col, A. C. ۱ ۲ ۱ i 
` Gillem, Commanding District of ` Mississippi, forwarding à — QU : : 
- certified copy of a deed from Aloy M, Jaynes and Cynthia — * - 
Jaynes, citizens of Ohio, conveying, 3 certain tract of land, ~ os ۲ 
containing forty acres, near the city of Vicksburg, to the E 
United States Government, 
burial of Union soldiers. reco 


to be used as a cemetery for the 
mmend that the jurisdiction of | ے‎ 


y 
the property described in the deed be ceded to the United” ^d এ ۱ 
States. 
مر‎ ° BENJ. G. HUMPHREYS, 
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